Native And Non-Native Plants

Lombardy Poplar Trees in 1900, at the
Stephen Seth Thomas house. The
house was located in the 500 Block
of East Case Street, Negaunee,
Michigan. Mr. Thomas was a butcher
and a grocer. Lombardy Poplars were
introduced from ltaly as distinctive
landscape trees.
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Native and Non-Native Plants

Look around to find the remnants of the immigrant neighborhoods--the built environment
of the home foundations, sidewalks and streets. But also notice the vegetation. Not all of
the plants you see are native to this region. The immigrants who migrated to pry out the
iron ore, brought seeds and seedlings from their homeland providing comforting, familiar
foods and flavors to this harsh new environment.

French Canadians brought multiplier onions, the Swedes brought chives, the Italians
brought garlic and grapes, while the English brought rhubarb, Johnny-Jump-Ups, parsley,
and parships. The Germans brought horseradish and hops. Some persisted and thrived
in their new environment.

The most common non-native species you will find are lilac bushes, apple trees, lily of the
valley, sweet peas, and periwinkle.

Photo: B.F. Childs

An 1869 photo of a residence, known e Fr o or Ty o

as the Thomas F. Cole house, at 106
West Main Street, Negaunee, Michigan.
The house stands today, near the SE
corner of Main Street and Pioneer Avenue.

Early gardens on the south side of ~ Marquetie Regional History Center

Negaunee, looking east, with the
South Jackson Mine headframe in
the background.
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In 1881, the John Miller home
stood at 132 East Peck Street in
Negaunee, Michigan. Mr. Miller
owned a grocery store in town.
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Non-Native Spotted Knapweed
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